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The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2002 was awarded to the Hungarian writer Imre Kertész „for writing that upholds the fragile experience of the individual against the barbaric arbitrariness of history”.
He was born on 9 November  in 1929 in Budapest. In 1944, Kertész was deported with other Hungarian Jews to the Auschwitz concentration camp. He was later sent to the Buchenwald camp, from which he was liberated in May 1945. Returning to Hungary, he worked as a journalist for the newspaper Világosság but was dismissed in 1951 following the communist takeover. He refused to submit to the cultural policies imposed by the new regime and turned to translation as a means of supporting himself.
[image: ]Kertész was best known for his first and most acclaimed novel Sorstalanság / Fatelessness, 1975, deals with the young Köves, who is arrested and taken to a concentration camp but conforms and survives. The novel uses the alienating device of taking the reality of the camp for granted, an everyday existence like any other, with conditions that are thankless but not without moments of happiness. Köves regards events like a child without completely understanding them and without finding them unnatural – he lacks our ready-made answers. The reader is confronted not only with the cruelty in the concentration camp but just as much with the thoughtlessness that characterised life there. Both the German soldiers and their victims were preoccupied with practical problems, the major question did not exist. Kertész’s message is that to live is to conform. The capacity of the captives to come to terms with Auschwitz is one outcome of the same principle that finds expression in everyday human coexistence.
Kertész’s style is dense and thorny, but he relieves his readers of the burden of compulsory emotions and inspires a singular freedom of thoughts.
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Books:
Fateless (Sorstalanság) (1975)
A nyomkereső (The Pathseeker) (1977)
Detektívtörténet (A Detective Story) (1977)
A kudarc (The Failure) (1988)
Kaddis a meg nem született gyermekért (1990)
Az angol lobogó (The Union Jack) (1991)
Gályanapló (Galley Boat-Log) (1992)
A holocaust mint kultúra: három előadás (The Holocaust as Culture: Three Lectures) (1993)
Jegyzőkönyv (The Minutes of Meeting) (1993)
Valaki más : a változás krónikája (Someone Other: The Cronicle of the Changing) (1997)
A gondolatnyi csend, amíg a kivégzőosztag újratölt (A Breath-long Silence, While the Firing Squad Reloads) (1998)
A száműzött nyelv (A Language in Exile) (2001)
Felszámolás (Liquidation) (2003)
K. dosszié (File "K.") (2006)
Európa nyomasztó öröksége (Europe's Depressing Heritage) (2008)


International prizes
2011: Grande Médaille de Vermeil de la ville de Paris
2009: Jean Améry Prize
2004: Corine Prize
2004: Goethe Prize
2002: Nobel Prize in Literature
2002: Hans Sahl Prize
2002: YIVO
2001: Pour le Mérite (Germany)
2000: Welt-Literaturpreis
2000: Herder Prize
1995: Brandenburg Literature Prize
1992: Soros Prize
1977: Friedrich Gundolf Prize

Hungarian prizes
2014: Order of Saint Stephen of Hungary
2002: Honorary Citizen of Budapest
1997: Kossuth Prize
1989: Aszu Prize
1988: Artisjus Literature Prize
1986: Hieronymus Prize
[bookmark: _GoBack]1983: Füst Milán Prize
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Previously published as FATELESSNESS
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