


Karinthy Frigyes:
[image: ]Biography
Karinthy Frigyes was born and  in Budapest on the 25th of June in 1887, his father (Karinthy József) was an accomplished clerk, who was one of the main founders of the Hungarian Philosophy Association; Karinthy had five siblings, who were brought  up by his father owing to the sorrowful fact that, his mother Engel Karolina died in the early years of the writer’s life.
[image: ]He learnt in  Berzsenyi Dániel Secondary School in Budapest. Karinthy wasn’t a prominent student, but he showed special interest in  sciences, moreover in  literature. He was only 15 years old when his first novel was published in the Magyar Képes Világ, Thanks to the fact that he failed at school,  his father burnt more than 100 poems and 10-15 other pieces of novels of his. He graduated in 1905, he carried on with his studies in a few ways: he learnt matematics, physics, history, and literature at the university.
 Karinthy didn’t finish his university studies in these subjects, though.

In 1912 He fell in love with a lady called Judik Etel, who was an actress. In the following  year they married, but this story had a tragic end as Judik Etel died in Spanish flu in 1918.
Karinthy suffered from the loss of his wife, which was recorded in the tremendously beautifully written diaries of the writer.
After this Karinthy married again, but this relationship (with Böhm Aranka) wasn’t as cloudless as the previous one.
Two sons were born from these marriages: Karinthy Gábor and Karinthy Ferenc; they inherited  their father’s artistic veins.
Spending his holiday in Siófok on 29th of August in 1938, Karinthy Frigyes died abruptly.
In the funeral ceremony (1st of September) Móricz Zsigmond took the last speech  to praise one of the best writer in Hungary.


Books you should have on your bookshelf
Karinthy wrote in every single genre, but the readers know him as the best satirist and caricaturist in Hungary.
I would truly recommend a lot of novels by him, for example: You write like this.. (Így írtok ti), Meeting with a young man (Találkozás egy fiatalemberrel) and Please, Sir! (Tanár úr kérem).
In the following lines I will highlight some of the points, why I like Please Sir! so much, and why I would suggest  reading it.
[image: ]Please, Sir!
[bookmark: _GoBack]The book is about the re-discovering of the olden schooldays of the writer. It evokes the feelings, the situations and the atmosphere of the mythic place: the school.
Our heroes are ordinary 16 year- old students with simple problems: their  fear of becoming adults, the difficulties of  life and sometimes the difficulties of a quadratic equation. It may sound a bit boring, but not from the pen of Karinthy Frigyes: the humorous and abstract pictures and forms make the novel colourful and absolutley joyful. The original book contains 16 short stories, but with time the number of these was increased by 4 more stories.
These stories are captivating, reading this book can conjure the feeling that these humorous moments  can happen  every  day in our life, but we don’t see how wonderful it is being a member of a class. (and I do not mean the lessons and learning irrelevant information)
It’s an absolute must  read.
In spite of the fact, that this book is relatively old, it has a fresh, enjoyable sense of humour, and it’s easily readable.
 
[image: ]Quote from the author: „Légy tehát szerény, de csak önmagadra - a véleményedre ne légy szerény.” (Be modest for yourself, not for your voice)

[image: ]Quote about the author:*
“A gazdag bankár vacsorára hívta a legelőkelőbb étterembe. Pompás vacsorát szolgáltak föl. Frici jó étvággyal evett mindenből. Vacsora után a bankár fizetett, majd tüntetően kivett húsz pengőt s a fizetőpincérnek nyújtotta. - Ezt osszák el. Karinthy zsebébe nyúlt, kivett egy húszfillérest, átnyújtotta a pincérnek: - Ezt pedig szorozzák meg."


*Karinthy has a real friendship with another famous author from Hungary: with Kosztolányi Desző.
He wrote the following: Ez a marha volt közöttünk a legnagyobb zseni. (This rascal was the biggest genius of us (the humanity)), but I  highlighted another quote from the wife of Kosztolányi above.

From: Google, wikipedia
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